
Ötzi as a murder case 
Ötzi was murdered. We know that from the arrowhead discovered in Ötzi’s left shoulder. But what were the 
circumstances of the case? 

Investigations
From a scientific point of view it is important to treat the case as a criminal investigation. 

Collect concrete findings that can be used to reconstruct the circumstances of the case. Note especially the 
injuries to the body:

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

Note down the result of your investigations:

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

 
 

A settled lifestyle, farming and animal husbandry – the pillars of modern civiliza-
tion – were created during the Neolithic. People therefore faced the same problems 
then as today: concentration of power and armed conflicts, population explosion 
and a shortage of resources.

Detour

SIDE TRIP
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